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Revitalizing Central Blackburn
WHAT ARE THE FACTS? WHAT ARE THE OPTIONS?
Much of the information on the redevelopment of Blackburn that you have been treated to recently is misleading. The
developer has used the generous coverage given him in the local press to sweep aside the concerns of residents and to
present a very selective picture of what the development he proposes is like.
The BVRG is not a small "pressure group". Well over 300 local residents, many at the public meeting called by this Group on
10 June, take the view that the present proposals are inappropriate to Blackburn.
• We do not contest the need to revitalize Blackburn's shops.
• We agree that new shops need to be built.
' * But we do not agree with Stock Constructions on several Vital Issues:
^ S c a l e r the proposed development is too large.
Design: an enclosed concrete edifice is incompatible with the character of Blackburn.
Viability: Yet another characterless shopping centre in an area already well served by such places is a stereotyped and
unimaginative way of attempting to attract shoppers to Blackburn, and may well fail as a commercial proposition.
Blackburn's best commercial prospects (like its residential character) probably lie in its making a reputatidn for being
distinctive.
No rezoning should proceed until problems of traffic, commercial viability, integration with existing shops, the
amenity of surrounding residential areas and general principles of design have been satisfactorily resolved.
r
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the Complex

_ The building always was, and yet remains, a large, enclosed
concrete box — some parts of which have a glass lid. A floor
plan published in the Nunawading Gazette on 1 July gives
the highly misleading impression of an open cluster of shops.
That illustration at right, with details added from the concept
plan, shows' a truer picture. The complex is enclosed on all
sides.
Only one part of one facade (on Blackburn Road) will be
treated with brick, timber and terra cotta tiles. And most of that
_ you won't even see from Blackburn Road. A more accurate
Picture is presented overleaf.
~lvlr Foti of Stock Constructions charges us with inaccuracy.
We claimed In our last Newsletter that the wall was 30 feet
high at its highest point. It was. Since then he has dropped it
- according to our calculations - by 1 foot 8 inches. At the
north-west corner it is now 28 feet 4M» inches above existing
levels, Mr Foti reckons his "major concessions" in inches.
How well.does the building integrate with South Parade
shops? The box design ensures it will not. In addition, at the
north-west end the shopping floor will be 5 feet 5 inches above
the existing levels. As shown here, there will also be the
refuse bay on this corner.
.

Are there Alternatives?
Design
At the public meeting the Group presented examples of
alternative concepts more appropriate to Blackburn. Rather
than have our piece of Melbourne slavishly follow the now
^stereotyped designs of most other centres, we would like to
3e shops clustered in an open air mall or courtyard setting.
y^*Building materials should blend with the prevailing brick and
timber of Blackburn.
This policy is endorsed by the State Government's recently
published Conservation

Strategy for Victoria (p. 78), which

encourages diversity in Victorian townscapes. ft says, "local
architectural styles and construction materials will be retained",
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Size
Blackburn is recognized by the Metropolitan Planning Scheme
as a 'local' centre. The Planning Scheme has traditionally
restricted new developments in local centres to a maximum of
4,000 square metres of gross leasable floor area. Stock
Constructions proposes 7,500 square metres. That is nearly
double the standard. Were this to go ahead, Blackburn would
not longer be a 'local' shopping centre.
Do not let Blackburn slide by default from its status as a
local centre. If you do, it will be harder to stop even
larger developments in the future.
We believe a new development should be no bigger than is
commercially viable for the everyday shopping needs of the'
local area — a catchment of 1 to 1 Vfe kilometres in radius from
the centre. A well-designed and interesting set of shops could
also attract and cater for the occasional shopping needs of a
much wider catchment,
To keep the centre small but distinctive might well be the best
way of maximising commercial viability. It would also minimise
the ravages of increased traffic, noise, vandalism, litter and
other destructive effects of large shopping centres.

Can Developers and
Councils be left to get things
right?
Many recent stories in the media have
answered NO to this question. Sale ha&
been saddled with an expensive* white e l e w ^
phant. A major developer has been forced
to pull out of Camberwell. St Kilda's
proposed marina has seen several development plans adopted and then dropped.
Newspapers like The Age' and suburban
communities like ours are challenging the
assumption that councils have enough
expertise to handle large development
proposals.
Developers and councils can be made
to listen to the views of residents and
avail themselves of the information we
can provide.
Until alerted by this Group, Nunawading
Council were not aware of the clause under
which the rezoning application for the
Blackburn development was being made —^s
a clause which would effectively reduce the
opportunity of residents and shop-keepers
to have their views heard. Yet Council had
already decided months before not to
oppose the rezoning. Most Councils simply
do not have the resources to match those of
professional developers.
The Blackburn community as a whole does
have those resources in its residents. Wecan find the necessary information, asseasP
ble the evidence and make it available to """"
Council. As a result of the public meeting
in June, the BVRG now has sub-committees working on design, traffic, commerce,
amenity and planning.
:

Your Voice can be heard
Nunawading Council elections take place
on 1 August. In West and West Centra'
Wards there are candidates who have--stated their support for the aims of the
BVRG* We ask you to compare closely
candidates' statements on the shopping
centre in their campaign literature with
BVRG policy as set out near the beginning
of this Newsletter. Please take this into
account when casting your vote.
The Blackburn Village Residents Group is
grateful to those many residents who have
assisted in our work with expressions of
support, and with donations of time, money
and expertise. Further contributions of any
or all these will be put to good use.
It is extremely important that we are able to
demonstrate the extent of your support.
If you or adult members of your household
are not on our mailing list, please teT:w
us have names, addresses and phone
numbers TODAY. The address and the
numbers to ring are on this letterhead.

HELP US TO HELP YOU!

